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Propositions 
 
Specific propositions dissertation 
1. New multi-ethnic states often opt for selective nation-building by creating 
institutionalized ethnic boundaries. 
See Eugene K. B. Tan (2001). 
 
2. Political separation could not cut off the socio-economic ties within the 
triangle. 
See Carl Trocki (1979), C. M. Turnbull (1972). 
 
3. The Singapore-Johor nexus is especially sensitive in a political sense as Johor 
operates as a state under a federal Malaysian government. Malaysia is 
concerned about a "dependent" relationship between Johor and Singapore, 
akin to a core-periphery setup. 
See Yue-man Yeung (2000): 57. 
 
4. Although the Riau Islands were geographically and politically separated from 
the Malay Peninsula, the regional cross-border monetary system showed many 
internal connections which facilitated the flow of capital invested by 
Europeans, Chinese, and Malay capitalists. 
See M. R. Fernando and D. Bulbeck (1992): 215. 
 
 
General propositions research 
5. With regard to Southeast Asia, at the root of the issue of separatism lies the 
issue of identity. 
See Clive J. Christie (1996): 191. 
 
6. In many Southeast Asian countries, a new political and administrative class 
emerged in the post-war period. This class drew its precedents from the 
precolonial as well as from the colonial world.  
See David P. Chandler and David Joel Steinberg (1987): 461. 
 
7. The enlarged development gap between countries in the region frustrates the 
process of ASEAN economic integration.  
 
8. Most of the convergence between 1850 and 1914 was due to the open 
economy forces of trade and mass migration. Convergence stopped between 
1914 and 1950 because of deglobalisation and the retreat of autarky. 
See Kevin O'Rourke and Jeffrey Williamson (2001): 5. 
 
 
General propositions 
9. The significance of historical research relies on how to build a communication 
channel between the past and present.  
 
10. Modern technology facilitates daily life on the one hand, on the other, it 
muddles and stupefies people. So it is in historical research. 
 
